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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We had three presentations at the 2010 Educational Media conference in Toronto, Ontario. We made a point of showing this slide at the beginning and end of each presentation to let the audience members know of the other presentations and how they relate to each other.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation focuses on our experiences conducting research in an elementary school classroom in the South Central US. This presentation was given at the Ed Media Conference in Toronto, ON, Canada.
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Word Cloud of all text from the paper...


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction or overview of our paper via a word cloud showing the relative frequency of different key words. The paper’s citation:
Olmanson, J., Kim, Y. S., Sung, W. H., Huang, C., & Chen, Y. H. (2010). Technology in the Creative and Participatory Literacy Practices of a Second Grade Classroom (Vol. 2010). Presented at the ED-MEDIA 2010-World Conference on Educational Multimedia, Hypermedia & Telecommunications, Toronto, Canada: AACE.


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Oppenheimer, 2004

Technology

as promise...


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Technology, one of the most powerful and accepted discourses in US society (Oppenheimer, 2004).  Though technology can mean a process, the way it is seen in the meta-narratives in society is mainly as a tool or artifact. One which is often imbued with hope and promise. 


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Technology as promise...

Cuban 1986


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Larry Cuban has traced how this has played out in schools over the past 90 or so years. He outlines the disparities in the discourse about technology as a savior with the ability to revolutionize education. 


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Technology as promise...

Oppenheimer, 2004

L Cuban 1986



Presenter
Presentation Notes
He has done this with his books Teachers and Machines (1986) as well as Oversold and Underused (2003).



Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Technology levels...

Lanahan & Boysen, 2005

US National Survey of School Technology Levels

Elementary School Teachers

Foreign Language & ESL Teachers


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cuban’s contention that schools don’t use technology in the ways society talks about its promise as a learning tool is, according to Lanahan and Boysen (2005) more than a matter of ill-equipped schools. 


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework
Technology levels...

Lanahan & Boysen, 2005

US National Survey of School Technology Levels

Elementary school teachers found

technology at their school to be:
&Y Foreign language & ESL teachers found

technology at their school to be:



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cuban 2003, Lanahan & Boyson 2005,


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework
Technology levels...

Lanahan & Boysen, 2005

US National Survey of School Technology Levels
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Classroom Telephone 4:1 Student to Computer Ratio


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teachers in Lanahan & Boyson’s study preferred a classroom telephone over a 4:1 student to computer ratio. 


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework
Technology levels...

Lanahan & Boysen, 2005

US National Survey of School Technology Levels

Classroom Telephone Computer Based Reference Materials


Presenter
Presentation Notes
They also preferred that same telephone over computer based reference materials. While the ubiquity of cell phones has quelled this need, the idea that non-transformative or non-pedagogical matters weigh heavily on teachers minds. 


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Going general in a particular way, guidance toward the creative and
participatory literacy practices made possible by educational media.

Educational
Technology
Research

Zhao, Pugh, & Sheldon, 2002


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In light of this and drawing from Zhao, Pugh, & Sheldon (2002) who suggest that educational technology research need not be framed as a horse race of competing technologies but rather as an opportunity to as broad questions within messy contexts in hopes of gaining understanding which goes beyond technologies which are destined for obsolescence. 


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Going general in a particular way, guidance toward the creative and
participatory literacy practices made possible by educational media.

Zhao, Pugh, & Sheldon, 2002

VS.
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Presentation Notes
Instead of pitting the laptop against the library.


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Going general in a particular way, guidance toward the creative and
participatory literacy practices made possible by educational media.

Zhao, Pugh, & Sheldon, 2002
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your Baby Can Read against Sesame Street


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Going general in a particular way, guidance toward the creative and
participatory literacy practices made possible by educational media.

Zhao, Pugh, & Sheldon, 2002

VS.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Or Comic Life against Microsoft Word


Motivation, Background, and Conceptual Framework

Going general in a particular way, guidance toward the creative and
participatory literacy practices made possible by educational media.

Zhao, Pugh, & Sheldon, 2002

Geertz, 1973; Ryle, 1971



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We might be well served to spend some of our time conducting research that leads to thick descriptions of contexts within which technology is situated. 


Line of Inquiry



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following the encouragement of (Greenhow, Robelia, and Hughes, 2009), we went looking to describe use such methods to better understand technology’s role in the creative and participatory practices of students engaged in literacy activities.


Line of Inquiry

What is the range of creative and
participatory practices in a particular 2"
grade classroom and what role(s)
do/does technology play?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our overarching research question or line of inquiry.


Object(s) of Inquiry

Literacy Activities (Writing, and Reading)
Students
Teacher
Technology


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the spirit of a broad view of things we look at not only events that include technology but those that do not, literacy activities (writing, reading). 


Research Design
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this section we outline the study’s participants, methodology, and timeframe.


teachers

students


Presenter
Presentation Notes
We focus on two different teachers and one group of 14 students all within the same second grade class.


Ethnographic approach (Wolcott 2008)
Participant observation (Spradly, 1980)

into fieldnotes (Emmerson, 1995),
Interviews (Weiss 1994),
Artifact collection (Lecompte & Preissle, 1993)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The methods we used included participant observations wherein we were active in our interactions but still took jottings which we turned into fieldnotes, which we later expanded. Interviews with both the teachers and students are planned for the Fall.


fieldwork
Nov 2009
Feb 2010

Analysis
Nov 2009
Present


Presenter
Presentation Notes
We entered the classroom and began our observations in November of 2009 and finished up in Feb. of 2010 –though we plan to revisit in the coming year. In terms of analysis, we began analyzing as soon as the first week we were in the field and continue to and past the time of this presentation (June 2010).  


teachers

students

Ethnographic approach fieldwork
Participant observation Nov 2009
into fieldnotes Feb 2010
Interviews | Analysis
Artifact collection Nov 2009

Present


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The research design components


Context / Research Site

Public K-6 School (5-11 yrs)
400+ total students
English and Bilingual (Spanish) classrooms
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Presentation Notes
Additional information about the school as well as a rough outline of the physical layout of the classroom of the participating teacher and students.


Student Created Artifacts

October the 3™ was my birthday.
First, my mom and my dad
brought me a present.

Next, | opened my present. It
was a Wii. Then
my dad put it

Last Chnistnas

Last Chnistnas was a great day. Firdt, ny
ta gave wme fredenld, Then. 7 epencd the
fredeanld, Tt wae a

7*2%4{&1:;:@@,
et we wene ' f:\
Llaying acth (t. d

Finally, 7 stowed

fé@ fﬂéf fo "y m

together. It took i\ =
him a long time. '

He finally fixed ﬁ\ e
it. In the end, my ‘?
sister and me )G f
played it. B



Presenter
Presentation Notes
An example of some student-created artifacts. 


Data

Although we had ideas about what constituted creative and participatory practices,
from the very first day we were forced to expand our notions based on the
complicated ways devices as seemingly simple as stopwatches were used by
students during literacy activities. The following is an excerpt from our expanded
fieldnotes, it serves as an example of the types of interactions we experienced
during the three months we spent with Julia and her second grade students.

Why Won’t It Stop?

On the first day of our observations Julia and her students had just returned to their
classroom from the computer lab —after which they had their pictures taken in a
make-shift hallway photo studio near the library. They filed back to the classroom a
little after 9am. The classroom has four windows, two of them have their blinds
drawn all the way down with several literacy posters taped to them. The other two
windows have their blinds down only 3/4s of the way —letting in a hint of the
buildings across the street between the raindrops that dot the glass.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following is the beginning of our first try at thick description. It begins and can be read in it’s entirety on page three of our paper in the conference proceedings (see citation below). 
Olmanson, J., Kim, Y. S., Sung, W. H., Huang, C., & Chen, Y. H. (2010). Technology in the Creative and Participatory Literacy Practices of a Second Grade Classroom (Vol. 2010). Presented at the ED-MEDIA 2010-World Conference on Educational Multimedia, Hypermedia & Telecommunications, Toronto, Canada: AACE.
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Word Cloud of all fieldnote data...


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sometimes using a tool like wordle.net is an interesting way to see what jumps out (or fails to). The word cloud image makes very little mention of technology. 


Analytical Process

We:

took notes in the field, wrote up them up later, and expanded them
read all fieldnotes written by everyone

used post-it notes to generate codes/things that stood out to us
collectively organized and reorganized these as a group

collectively worked out themes, and sub-findings from these



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The process we went through in organizing the data and thinking about ways it could mean. We took a few pictures to document part of that process as we went (see next slide). 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using sticky notes in this way we organized, reorganized, and grouped different events and things we observed as a group. 


Data / Description One Level Up

story listening timed reading
reading aloud

reading for research ,
reading for pleasure

copying writing research writing selecting typefaces

story writing

research image choice . . .
illustrating writing

adjusting font size adjusting the font color


Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are some of the literacy practices we observed.


Data / Description / Analysis One Level Up



Presenter
Presentation Notes
They might look like these if they were placed on a participatory  / continuum of creativity. 


Data / Description / Analysis
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mapping technology onto this continuum looks like this. 


Major Themes and Findings

Analysis is ongoing however preliminary, tentative findings include:

Overall
eLayers of control
*National Testing (Sat9)
eState Curriculum & Testing (State Test)
eLocal / District Initiatives (Literacy Adoption)
*The tension between creativity and production
*As well as tension between exploration and progress
*Predominance of school-based literacies
*The more freedom built into the software the more freedom
given the students



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are some of the initial themes or findings we have come to support. 


Implications and Future Directions -y ;J}

Cookie Cutters, Teachers, and Design:

Teachers, based on external pressures,
classroom makeup, and personal
epistemologies will constrain software beyond
the limits put in place by the designers. This
acts like a cookie cutter on the features and
possibilities of the software when used in a
particular context.

Therefore a strong argument can be

made for creating as open a system as

possible.

Thereby reinforcing our commitment to

keeping FunWritr as open as possible.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A possible interpretation of our findings supports our inclination to design the most open interactive environment possible allowing the context, users, and facilitators the chance to use it in as many ways as possible. This is not to say that there are not reasons to model different uses…
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A list of select resources. For the entire reference list see our paper. 
Olmanson, J., Kim, Y. S., Sung, W. H., Huang, C., & Chen, Y. H. (2010). Technology in the Creative and Participatory Literacy Practices of a Second Grade Classroom (Vol. 2010). Presented at the ED-MEDIA 2010-World Conference on Educational Multimedia, Hypermedia & Telecommunications, Toronto, Canada: AACE.
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We had three presentations at the 2010 Educational Media conference in Toronto, Ontario. We made a point of showing this slide at the beginning and end of each presentation to let the audience members know of the other presentations and how they relate to each other.
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An alternate view of the presentation slide alongside the conference listing.
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